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DAREDEVIL AND 
THE CRYING KILLER 



By DICK WOOD 



YOUNG Archie Duggan glared hatefully 
into the large fuIJ mirror and watched 
two tears drip down the side of his pasty 
checks. A smile slowly curled his thin lips and 
he broke into a wild gale of laughter. Cr>mg 
m6 laughing were two great amotions and 
•\rehie liked them both — but he liked crying 
best for that was his business. 

Not many people had ever seen Archie 
laugh, but a good many had regretted seeing 
him cry. Like the street car conductor who 
listened to Archie's sad tale of woe and al- 
lowed himself to be lured into a side street to 
talk. \Chi!e the conductor pitied his tears, 
Archie slammed his snub nosed automatic 
into his side and took a week's pay. But that 
was mild compared to some of the little crier's 
episodes. The conductor hadn't resisted but 
other* had. Several of them had been long 
buried and others were still suffering in the 
hospital. The little crier was also a killer 
when fate mo\ed against him. 

Daredevil shook his shoulders as he stepped 
rt ut of the tram and headed into Grand Cen- 
tral Station. He was in plain clothes and it 
C**e him an uncomfortable feeling to have the 
smooth clinging suit of red and blue under 
his other one. He w-as half-way through the 
station when the little man bumped mlo him. 

"Ah. pardon me." Archie muttered. "I—- 
I'm kinda lot — can >ou tell me where Lex- 
ington Avenue is?" 

Daredevil pointed. "Sure, over there!'* 

For a moment the little man hesitated. 

"Gosh," he said. "I — I wonder if you 
would walk me over. I — I can't see well— 
I'm a stranger «cd I'm hurt}** 



Daredevil allowed himself to be steered info 
a nearby exit. They were half-way up tSe 
steps when Archie suddenly stopped, swung- 
about and placed his automatic against Dare* 
devil's ribs. 

"Alright pal,** he hissed, "cought up your* 
wallet and be fast about it.** 

Daredevil hesitated. One iron fist doubled 
up and swung slowly back behind him. Then 
he stopped. Gently Daredevil handed the 
little killer his wallet and stood back, a look 
of fear on his face. Archie moved into the 
nearby crowd leering and Daredevil stepped 
back against the wall wide-eyed. For a split 
moment he stood there until the crying killer 
had gone from view, then he stepped forward. 
Carefully hugging the wall, he headed after. 
Archie. 

A half hour later Archie crept into hi* 
room and carefully opened the brown wallet. 
His black beady eves snapped open in surprise 
as he came across a card with Daredevil's irt-j 
■ignia on it. 

"DDaredevil" he stuttered. "Good gosJi^ 
M'vc robbed Daredevil himself.'* 

For a moment Archie stood there thinking^ 1 
Then slowly he tiptoed to the door and lis* 
tened. He knew that there was no thief in 
the countr> clever enough to lift a wallet from 
Darrdoil if America's ace crime-cracker 
didn't wish it. Still there was more than one 
way to skin a cat. Undoubtedly Daredevil 
followed him home but if he was smart he 
could turn that into a very useful thing. It 
wasn't every crook who had had Daredevil 
right in his lair. There was no noise outsidfl 



but then Archie hadn't expected to overhear 
an expert as clever as Daredevil. He tiptoed 
back to the telephone and called a number. 

He spoke softly into the mouthpiece. 
"Hello, Mack . . . Listen, Darede>il is outside 
my door — bring some of the boys — surround 
the house — hurrv!" 

Archie replaced the phone and took a large 
forty-five automatic from his bureau drawer. 
A smile cracked his face m he fitted the clip 
of bullets into it. This was going to be a big 
showdown and^t^called for a big gun. What 
a name he would have in the underworld 
when Daredevil lay dead on his doorstep. He 
would rule the roost and be the pride and 
envy of every big time killer in town. He 
waited five minutes facing the door; the auto- 
matic clutched in his thin hand. Still no 
sound. Daredevil was probably waiting for 
him to make a move. Ha, what a laugh that 
would be! The great Daredevil waiting to 
fpring a trap and all the time he himself was 
being trapped. 

He smiled broadly as he thought of that. 
There wasn't a way he could lose now . If 
Daredevil entered now he could shoot him 
dead before he had a chance to bring his great 
physical strength into play. If Daredevil 
chose to wait outside, it was just a matter of 
time before Mack's boys closed in. He went 
over to the window and looked out. It was 
about time for the boys to arrive but hr 
couldn't see them. He put his head and shoul- 
der out the window to look further down thr 
street and it happened. Something tight 
snapped about his waist and he was yanked 
out and up. 

Dangling high over the street by the rope. 
Archie's bodv shook wtih fear. He looked up 
and turned pale. There was Daredeyil in his 
flashing blue and red uniform rapidly pulling 
him to the roof-top. He struggled and then 
stopped. H he should slip free, it would mean 
death on the street below. A steel hand 
reached down and pulled him to the roof-top. 

"Speak up." Daredevil said harshl>, "How 
many of them arc coming?" 

H-how many what?" Archie stammered. 

The steel hand tightened about his arm 
until he winced. "You know what 1 mean — 
your mob — how many, quick?" 

Archie's mind reeled. How could he know 
others were coming. 

"W don't know." he said hopelessly. "I 



just told them to come.** 

"Alright." Daredevil said. "We're going 
down together." • 

Archie felt himself propelled toward the 
stairway. Held out in front by one of Dare- 
devil'* arms they went down slowly. At the 
front door Archie stopped. His face was a 
frightened mass of fear. 

"D-Don't make me go out," he pleaded. 
"They'll shoot us both. They don't care 
about me. Not if thc> can get you." 

Daredevil shoved him through the door. 
"You should have thought of that before. 
Besides you shouldn't be afraid of death . . . 
you've certainly handed out enough yourself." 

Outside in the street four men lounged 
near a car. Daredevil' t mind worked quickly. 
Archie was right when he said they would 
shoot them both and he had no wish to be on 
the receiving end of a tommy gun. Pushing 
Archie ahead of him he headed boldly across 
to the men. If his plan was to work he would 
have to act quickly and count on the surprise 
element to carry him through. He could see 
the men stiffen now. They hadn't expected 
any such action. Their hands had just started 
lor their guns when Daredevil swung into 
action. 

One hand clutched Archie by the scat of 
the trousers and with one easy motion he 
flung the screaming killer straight into the 
group. A gun barked as Archie struck, then 
the four men were flung lengthways on the 
sidewalk. Curses rang out as they struggled 
stunned to their feet. Daredevil was in action 
now. like a great cat he swung into their 
midst lashing out lefts and rights with light- 
rung-tike speed. One large man slammed 
backwards over the hood of the car. out of 
the fight for good with a broken jaw. A sec- 
ond had a gun out now, but before his finger 
could tighten on the trigger Daredevil had 
caught his wrisj and sent him sailing, through 
the air. The remaining two flung themselves 
in desperation onto Daredevil's back. With 
one shrug of his powerful shoulders he flung 
them to the ground and sent them into ob- 
livion with two well placed Mows. 

Several hours later Daredctil handed 
Archie, the cr>ing killer,, a handkerchief as 
he sat in his cell. Large wet tears uerc rolling 
down Archie's face — but this time thry 
weren't false — they were very much the real 
thing. 
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